NOTES FROM ARINAM

AKA FAPA MCs and done with the expectation that these will ap-

pear 1n the 172 FAPA mailing and they'd better or I'm in troub-
ie. &peer suggested a month or so agd that I read the mailling

and, horrors, I discovered I owe gz rage plus duess The dues I

cen menages The pagesscI'll glve 1%t a go.

Boy “ackett, 915 Green Valley Road NW, Albuquerque, NM 87107

funmer 1980 A Marinated Pub, ¥

WEHAT THE DORMOUSE SAID 7: In ret your commenty on STARFIREs There
E?é, ¢t course, two ways of divining the future. (I should have said
"of predicting the future" for "divining” 1tzelf is a semantically
loaded word.) One can uce either maglc or scleaces In my experience,
by observing assorted cuard recders, astrologers, and various other
soothsayers, magle doesn't wnrk worth a damn, &cience, however,

comes out more often right then it doesz wrong and when 1t does come
ouat wrong 1t lg usu2lly because the experimenter screwed up. Magl-
clans can say the saze *rinz, of course: they zot the spell wrong.

It 18, of course; trvitless ta try to cnter into a logical dis-
cussion wlth a believing ¥lan because he KNOWS, ¥y usual counter in
the case of creatlon vs evolution--or whatever~-1s which creation myth
do we accept and teach., I8 the Xian wllling to accept the Navaio
story of Creation? The Norse? The Greek? The Zulu?

Your 1ino that
"The latest Blondie album fsatures a couple of tracks written by
Harry Harrison." comewhat mystifies me, What?

'SAGEBRUSH, SADDLES & STXSEOOTERSs really tells me more than I am in-

terested in knowbng abou® Lopslong Cassidy., Now 41f you had done this

much research on, say, Louis Wu or someone of that ilk I might have
enjoyed it.
¥

401 Very nice nover, Chucke Some of the latest speculation
on the great extinction of the dinosaurs is, you know, that Earth was
clobbered by a very large meteor which raised such vast clouds of dust
that the sunlight was cut off thereby cooling the planet to the place
where the thunder lizards could no longer exist elther through the ef=-
fects of the cold on themselves om on the vegetation.

If Miller can
get credit for Hopelong Cassldy I =ee no reason why a paper on "Poi-
gons in the Canon" should not be acceptable 1n FAPA and, egad!, of
interest, too,

By the way, you (and HELEN WESSON and other Sherlocklans)
hay or may not be interested in THE CASE OF THE PHILOSOPHERS' RING,
a Holmesian pastiche by Randall Collins. 1In this one Holmes olchas
with Alelster Crowley and the assortment of characters includes Ludwig
Wittgenstein, Bertrand Russell, John Maynard Keynes, Annie Besant and
other real life characters,

Collins plays fast and loose with the
11ves of his real (but dead) characters and with the Canon., For ex-
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smple, he has Holmes and Watson livinz at Baker Street in 1914 and
suggests that the drug Holmes usged was ..orphiine rather than cocaine.
(On the grounds that cocaine is non-addictives.soI'll have to pass on
that as I don't know.) Drugs pgay an important part in this story.
I found rather amusing a passage in which Holmes and Watson encounter
Arthur Conan Doyle and Watson comments on the strained tone of that
meetling., Hdmes repliess "We are relatives, after a fashion. But I
have left hls house long ago, and my career in the world is now ny own
business. There 12 no point in trying to pass backward over thet
gulf,"”

IMHO it len't a very good Holmes story.

My dear Chuck, I ques-
tion your statement about "normal human respect for the law,” There
1s fear of the law but I do not believe there is respects The law,
after all, 1s proclaimed by some gangster who sete himself up as king
or president or dictator and tells the rest of us that either we obey
the law or he will kill us, ((Feminists can make that "she" asnd use
Indlra Ghandi for thelr model.)) In these enlightened times John and
Jane are talked into electing thelr "choice" of authority but the
threat 12 the same., True, for disobeying minor points of the law the
benalty 1s that authority will take your money or your property and in-
Carcerate you for gfome length of time but the threat that authority
can kill you is still there. That's why copg carry gunse. The law is
not proclaimed to be respecteds; 1t ig to be feared and obeyed., s

I woul
have to agree with you that THE THING was not WHO GOES THERE? but even
g0 1t was above average as sclence fiction movies of that period go.
The monster iteelf was Secondary to the human interplay in the pic-
tures Admitted that I was disappointed when I first saw 1t but a
couple of more objective viewings have ragised its rating for me, When
Itthink of 1t now I consider it by it's own title, not as Campbell's

I'd 11ke to see WHO GOES THE?E? made into a movle someday.

SAM 0: The Wellsian mesrage may well have slowed down the action
‘"1n_B'TH>Tﬁ¢'s TO COMF but 1t 1s a message that ie worth remembering and
2t1ll applies«,.even more so today, i

IHE HOG ON ICE 9: 1In your comments on Drake's THE PREDATORS you com-
plain ere le no justice, moral or poetic, but only gratultous
violence in the quoted basgfages I would say that is what makes the
Pagsage reallstic. "Justice" is an artificial and abstract concept
which has no real place in nature or societye. "There ain't no justice"

sald Louils Wu., He gets credit for that although it isn't original with
him, Tanj,
] a

GRANDFATHER STORIZS: And so 1t comes to a cholce between Detroit and
Chicago for 10827 For me that is just academic information since I

doubt that I'11 be in attendance no matter where 1t trs held.s But the
thought erosseg my mind, considering the municipal strike there in De-

Tictionists gre coming to town? Nah, a stfoon isn't nearly as large
publicitywise--as they say~-as a polcon., Owell,
4
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DRIVFL 2: I tend to ignore all lrarned theories of motivation., There
i1s Just one basgic motivation for all of us: SURVIVE! To be sure tha’
comes in various levels;: self, family, clan, species, but it is the
basic,

I would dlsagree, M, David, about the degree of parental disci-
Pline in more primitive cultures, On the whole parents are much more
lenient in those culturess Children get plenty of discipline through
tribal superstitions and taboos but the pParent's hand is seldom raised.

zggg_;%z I think I would go along with the 1dea of having military
coets listed in red on baycheck deduction slips., How about having
welfare costs listed in blue? That would match the way I feel when I
think about them,

FM in your area ay offer a wider range but here we
have one classical musgie statlion, one "beautiful musgic" station (01i!),
one university station which is "freeform” and NPR (and sometimes
rather startling as when it broadegst g composition titled #Music on a
long, thin wire¥ for five days without interruption) and eight or nine
rock stations 311 of which seem to share one record between them. I
do not voluntarily listen to radio much in Albuquerquess.it is mostly

New York style chlli??? You Jest, sefor.

The USofA guvvimint,
pPresumably following the dictates of OHSA or OSHA or whatever has in-
Stalled wire catchers around all the flourescent fixtures at Kirtland
Alr Farce Base so that if g tube (new improved 35 watts) does somehow
Janage to detach ltself from the fixture 1t will not crash to the dgf¥
floor and shatter thereby SPilling minute quantities of horrendous
chemiclas over all ang sundry, (Sgt All and Captain Sundry, the USAF
equivalent of Moe and Larry..«Curly quit,)

SPECAPA COMMENT OR: Pay no attention to those giggles, M. David. Fan=-
dom is literally crawiling with duly licensed and ordained ministers.

Or crawling, even, ((It 1s not, Art Widner, that I do not realize

that typos are made. It 1s that I am too lazy to reach for the corflu))
Why, shuckins, mgn, I've been an ordained minister for lo, these many
years. Universal Life Churech, to save you the trouble of asking. Why,
I wonder, woulgd g fan be hesitant to admit his connection with fandom

to hisg christian friends? op Jewlegh friends? Or Islamlic friends? Or
Wiccan friends? FEt cetera,
) 4

E&QCCIPQUW?AEEVER: In Bernalillo County, New Mexico, which is, in re-
gar © this particular subject, the only place of which I have any
certain knowledge, the lists of prospective jurors are drawn from the
rolls of registered voters, Or so they faye I have no idea how the
selection is mades I was called for jury duty about eight years ago
but Chrystal hag never been ealled, One would think that being right
next to each other on the voting 1igt her name would also have been
Picked. Maybe Judge Speer can enlighten us on the mechanics of it all,
Mysterious are the waySeees

. I don't =ee why you folks north of the U,S.
should worry about US immigration rezulations..sthe folks from south
of the U,S, certainly don't,
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Mike's recounting of FAPAn: he kno 13 sent me to the roster. There
are now 29 members whom I have ncver mev. The number geems to be grc-i-
ing, Worse yet there are five names on the roster which, outside of
being in FAPA, ring no bells whatsoever. I'm going to have to pull
nyself back in off the rim one of these days.

HORIZOW3: One solution for your squirrel problem, Harry, would be to
attend Bubonicon and take back with you some of the local rodent pobu-
latlons The local public health types almost went starkles when a
check indicated that blague now sits on the city limits in the north-
east heights. What is even more bothersome, of course, 1s that the
Two deaths from plague so far this year have been from the pneumonic
form,

Plague these days is a long way from the Black Death and those
Who contact the bubonic form are cured by anti-blotics. The pneumonic
form is a bit more Scarye Bubonic plague requires the bite of the
Tleat pneumonic can spread through the air. The various Forms of
government here spend large sums gpreading flea powder over the wilder-
INNEes8sS,

We nicknamed the New Mexico SF Conference "Bubonicon" in jest
Some years back when plague was more or less confined to the northwest
corner of the state., Now that it is on the very outskirts of Albu-
querqueseslt is even more appropriate, no? 8i.

I have probably men-
tloned this before but since you were writing on temperature comparl-
SONs.,s0ne of the more surpriging things to come out of Chrystal's
research into gardening here is that Albuquerque 1s in the same grow-
ing zone as Boston, (Although we are, egadl, considerably drier.,) It
made 1t easy for Chrys to follow the advice of Jim Crockett when he
wag alive and doin "Victory Garden" on PBS. When Crockett sald he
was planting a certain vegetable Chrys would also plant i1t. Worked
out well,

It could be that the overall Increase in noise level has
led to g genersl decrease in hearing abllityee.physical decrease, that
is. It could be, too, that the increase in noise level simply drowns
out distant sounds, Unlese we actually stop to listen to 1t we seldom
realize just how nolsy our environment is; for most of ugs it 1s there
in the background and we ignore it, Getting away from the city and
into the mountainsg I find that I hear things that it is not possgible
to hear in the urban environment, The 18th and 19th centuries did not
have, I should think, the background noise to which we have become
accustomed. (And wasn't there a stfyarn about someone from the past
being brought up to the 20th Century and being simply deafened by the
noise we don't hear?) My biggest problem 18 ignoring the constant
ringing in my ears which, a member of the medical business told me,
was due to damage caused by exposure to lound noises in earlier days.
Not to mention loud noises, ¥

And I do seem to have managed four pages. Now if I can get them
run off and in the mail to BEP T shall have it made. The mimeo is
Somewhere over there in the corner under that pile of dust and books.,
Sorry that thie ien't something better but, alas, FAPAns have learned
not to expect anything better from e Someday maybeesess



